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October 18. 2011 . '•/^,_ ' ^ 

Ms. Cvnthia T. Brown '><•%, 
Chief of the Section of .Administration. Ofllce of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board .- Q , 
395 F. Street, S.W. '"̂  ^ \ \ ' J - O 
Washington. D. C. 20423 ( \ ^ ' 

RE: Docket No. AB-1089X. Mi.s.sis.sippi & Skuna I alley Railroad. LLC' --
Abandonment E.\emplion—in Yalobusha and Calhoun Counties. MS 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Enclosed for filing are the original and 10 copies of a Petition for Exemption to 
exempt, under 49 U.S.C. 10502, Mississippi & Skuna Vallcv Railroad. LLC's 
abandonment ofits 21-mile rail line between Bruce Junction, milcposl 21.0 and Bruce, 
milepost U.O. all in Yalobusha and Calhoun Counties, VIS from the prior approval 
requirements or49 U.S.C. 10903. a check Ibr the llling foe or$6.300. and a disc 
containing a WORD version ofthe Petition and a pdf. 

Plca.sc time and date stamp the extra copy of this letter and the Petition ibr 
Fxcmption and retum with the messenger, fhanks you for your assistance. 

If you have anv questions, please call or email mc. . -.̂ JX; r-";' 

Sincerely. 
f'ul'' 0'. 

Punli": Recorc 

C-
^̂ iJlfTouis li. Ciitomcr 

Attorney for: Mississippi & Skuna Valley 
Railroad. LLC 
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Louis P.. Ciilomer. Esq. 
Melanie B. Yasbin. Esq. 
600 Ballimore Avenue 
Suite .301 
Towson. MD 21204 
(410)296-2250 

Allorneys for: Mississippi & Skuna Valley 
Railroad. LI..C 

Dated: October 18,2011 



BEI'ORE THE 
SURI'ACE fRANSPORTA riON BOARD 

Docket No. AB-1089X 

MISSISSIPPI & SKL'NA VALLEY RAILROAD. LLC 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN YALOBUSHA AND CALHOUN COUN IIES. MS 

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION 

Mississippi & Skuna Valley Railroad. LLC ("MSV") petitions the Surface Transportation 

Board ("Board") to exempt, under 49 U.S.C. § 10502, MSVs abandonment ofits 21-mile rail 

line between Bruce Junction, milepost 21.0 and Bruce, milepost 0.0, all in Yalobusha and 

Calhoun Counties, MS (the "Line") from the prior approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903. 

Abandonment will allow MSV to avoid costs incurred by continued ownership ofthe 

Line. There was no traffic moving over the Line al the time MSV acquired the Line from the 

Missi.ssippi & Skuna Valley Railroad Company ("MSVR"). No traffic had moved over the 

MSVR since April 17. 2008. Al ilial lime, the only shipper on the Line was Weyerhaeuser NR 

Company, MSVR"s parent company. 



PROPOSED TRANSACTION 

MSV proposes lo abandon Ihe 21-milc rail line between Bruce .lunction, milepost 21.0 

and Bruce, milepost 0.0. all in Yalobusha and Calhoun Counties. MS. The Line traverses LI.S. 

Postal Zip Codes 38915 and 38922. A colored map of the Line is attached as Exhibit A (and al 

the end of this pleading in Exhibit G). Exhibit B consists ofthe Combined Environmenlal and 

I listoric Report. The draft Federal Register Notice is in Exhibit C, and copies ofthe newspaper 

publication and the required certification are in Ilxhibit D. 'The certificate of service is in Exhibit 

i:. 

Based on information in MSVs possession, the Line does contain federally granted right-

of-way. There are stations al mileposl 0.0 al Bruce Junction and mileposl 21 al Bruce. Any 

documenlalion in MSVs possession concerning title will be made available lo those requesting 

it. 

BACKGROUND 

MSV received authority from the Board lo acquire the 21.0 miles ofrail line, including 

any branch lines, from MSVR in a decision .served on November 5. 2010.' .\l the lime MSV 

acquired the Line from the MSVR no traffic had moved over the Line since April 17. 2008. 

There has been no demand for service over the Lino since MSV acquired il. Therefore. 

VISV has not operated over the Line and has not incurred operating costs or generated revenue 

from the Line. The Line is listed as Federal Railroad Administration ("FRA") Class I track. .As 

described below, abandoning the Line will permit MSV to save (1) the annual maintenance costs 

ofthe Line of approximately SI 26.000 and (2) opportunity costs of S374,217. MSV vvill salvage 



the track and materials, which have an estimated net liquidation value of $1.832.000. MSV 

would like to donate the real estate and light-of-way ibr a trail. 

Upon receipt ol'abandonmeni authority. MSV plans lo salvage the track and materials on 

the Line, but leave ihe bridges and culverts necessary for interim trail use/rail banking in place. 

The track and materials vvill be sold as scrap. 

A. MSV will incur co.sts to maintain the Line. 

MSV has kepi mainlenance costs to a minimum since its acquisition ofthe Line. L'sing 

the Board's average maintain cost of $6,000 per mile of Line. c'.̂ '. Delta Southern Railroad 

Inc.—Abandonment Exemption—in Desha and Chicot Counties. .iR. STB Docket No. AB-384 

(Sub-No. 3X), (STB served March 25. 2011) and Conrail—Aband.—between Warsaw and Valp 

Couniie.s. IN. 9 ICC2d 1299, 1304 (1993). MSV would incur mainlenance costs of S126.000 ibr 

21.0 miles of line. 

B. Calculation of opportunity costs. 

Opportunity costs (or total return on value of road property) reficet the 
economic loss experienced by a carrier irom ibrgoing a more profitable alternative 
use oi'its assets. [}ndcr Abandonment Regulations-Costing. 3 I.C.C.2d 340 
(1987), the opportunity cost of road properly is computed on an investment base 
equal to the sum of: (I) allowable working capital; (2) the net liquidation value 
(NLV) ofthe line: and (3) current income lax benefits (if any) resulting from 
abandonmenl. The investmenl base (or valuation of the road properties) is 
mulliplied by ihe current nominal rate of return, lo yield the nominal return on 
value. The nominal return is then adjusted by applying a holding gain (or loss) lo 
refiect the increase (or decrease) in value a carrier will expect lo realize by 
holding assets for 1 additional year." 

.•V//.v.v/.v.s'//7/7/ d Skuna Valley Railroad. LLC—Acquisition and Operation Exemption— 
.•V//.v.v/.s'.v//j/?/ ct Skuna Valley Railroad Company. STB Finance Dockei \'o. 35429. (STB .served 
Nov. 5. 2010'). 
" Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Abandonmenl-in Ozaukee, Sheboygan and Manitowoc Counties, WI. 
STB Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 27) (STB served Oeiober 18, 2004). at 10-11. 



1. Calculation of net salvage value ("NSV"). 

.A&K Railroad Materials, Inc. ("A«S:K") specializes in salvaging rail lines. Based on 

VlSVs records, an inspection ofthe Line, the latest costs ofrail materials, and the cost of 

removal and transportation. A&K calculates the NSV ofthe track and material on ihe Line to be 

$1,832,000 (See Exhibit F). 

2. Calculation ofthe value of real estate ("VRE"). 

The VRE has been calculated by Main Line Rail Management. Inc. lo be $333,455. based 

on its extensive experience in the field of railroad valuation. Flence. ihe net liquidation value 

("NLV") ofthe Line is $2,165,455. NLV does not include the value of bridges, culverts, and 

crossing, which MSV intends to leave in place i'or interim trail use. 

3. Calculation of 15 days working capital. 

Working capital I'or the compulation of opportunity costs is calculated as 15 days ofthe 

costs ofthe Line. Therei'ore. MSV has used the maintenance costs ($126,000). divided them by 

365 and mulliplied thai amount by 15 lo arrive at the 15 days of working capital of $5.178. 

4. Nominal cost of capital. 

The Board has accepted the nominal cost of capital i'or a Class III railroad of 17.24 

percent." Therei'ore. MSV has decided lo use 17.24 percent as the nominal cost of capital in 

calculating the opportunity costs ofthe Line. 

5. income tax consequences. 

Central Oregon ct Pacific Railroad. Inc.- Abandonmenl and Discontinuance—in Coos. 
Douglas, and Lane Couniie.s. OR. S TB Docket No. AB-515 (Sub-No. 2) (STB served October 
31.2008). 



The book value oflhe Line is $2,165,455. The NLV of $2,165,455 less the book value 

yields no gain. Therefore, sale oflhe Line will have no lax con.sequenees as used in the 

calculation of opportunity costs. 

6. Holding gain. 

Because oflhe volatility ofthe market for scrap and reusable steel and the decline in the 

market i'or real estate. MSV estimates that there will be no holding gain or loss in the current 

eeonomie environment. The Board has accepted such an analysis."' 

7. Calculation of Opportunity Costs. 

'The I'ollowing Table shows the opportunity cost calculation. 

Working Capital $ 5.178 

NLV ^ $2,165,455 
Taxes $ 0 
Holding Gain $ 0 
Valuation $2,170,633 
Nominal Rale of Return 17.24% 

Opportunity Cost $ 374.217 

C. Alternate transportation. 

'The major highways serving the area are Mississippi Routes 330, 7. 9, and 32 as well as 

local roads. The Line runs parallel lo Mississippi 330. 

D. Summary. 

Continued ownership and operation ofthe Line by MSV will continue lo be a burden on 

MSV and interstate commerce. MSV will incur annual maintenance eosls of $126,000. and 

opportunity costs of S374.217. 



MSV contends (hal in balancing the harm lo iLself and interstate commerce against the 

harm lo shippers and local inleresls, the balance cleariy favors abandonmenl. 

ARGUMENT SUPPORTING THE ABANDONMENT 

MSV seeks an exemption under 49 U.S.C. § 10502 i'rom the applicable requirements of 

49 U.S.C. ij 10903 in order to abandon the Line. 

Under 49 U.S.C. § 10502. the Board must exempt a transaction i'rom regulation when il 

finds that: 

(1) regulation is not necessary lo carry out the rail transportalion policy of 49 U.S.C. § 

10101; and 

(2) either: 

(a) Ihc transaction is of limited scope, or 

(b) regulation is nol necessary to protect shippers from the abuse of market power. 

The legislative history of Seclion 10502 reveals a clear Congressional intent that the 

Board should liberally use its exemption authority to i'ree certain iransaclions i'rom the 

administrative and financial costs associated with continued regulation. In enacting the Staggers 

Rail Act of 1980, Pub. L. No. 96-488. 94 Slat. 1895. Congress encouraged the Board's 

predecessor agency to liberally use the expanded exemption authority under i'ormer Section 

10505: 

•' Sec .irizona & California Railroad C 'ompany—Abandonmenl Exemption -in San Bernardino 
and River.side Counties. CA. STB Dockei No. AB-1022 (Sub-No. IX) (SI B served June 26. 
2009), and San Joaquin Valley Railroad Company—Abandonmenl Exemption—/// Tulare 
C'ounty. C.4. SI B Docket No. AB-398 (Sub-No. 7X) (STB served June 6. 2008) at 4. 



The policy underlying this provision is that while Congress has been able lo idenlii'y 
broad areas oi'commerce where reduced regulation is clearly warranted, the Commission 
is more capable through the adminislralive process of examining specific regulatory 
provisions and practices nol yel addressed by Congress to determine where Ihey can be 
deregulated consistent with the policies ol'Congress. The conferees expect thai, 
consislenl wilh the policies of this Act. the Commission will pursue partial and complete 
exemption i'rom remaining regulation. 

H.R. Rep No. 1430. 96 the Cong. 2d Sess. 105 (1980). Sec also Exemption From Regulation-

Boxcar Traffic, 367 I.C.C. 424. 428 (1983). vacated and remanded on other grounds. Brae Corp. 

V. United .Slates. 740 F.2d 1023 (D.C. Cir 1984). Congress reaffirmed this policy in the 

eoni'erenee report accompanying the ICC Termination Act of 1995, Pub. L. No. 104-88. 109 Slat. 

803. which re-enacted the rail exemption provision as Section 10502. I I.R. Rep. No. 422, l()4th 

Cong.. I si Sess. 168-6^(1995). 

A. The Application of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 Is Not Ncccssar> to Carr> Out the Rail 
Transportation Policy 

Detailed scrutiny of this transaction is not necessary lo carry out the rail transportalion 

policy. An exemption would minimize the unnecessary expense associated wilh the preparation 

and filing of a i'ormal abandonmenl application, expedite regulatory decisions and reduce 

regulatory barriers lo exit. 49 U.S.C. {j lOlOl (2) and (7). There are no shippers on the Line and 

there has nol been any interest in shipping over Ihe Line since it was acquired by MSV. The last 

shipper lo use ihc Line, three years ago, was the parent company oflhe MSVC. ihe Ibrmer owner 

ofthe Line. Abandonmenl will allow MSV lo avoid costs as.socialed with maintaining the Line. 

Granting this exemption, therei'ore, i'osters sound economic conditions and encourages ei'ileienl 

management by permitling the rational izalion of an unnecessary rail line. 49 U.S.C. S 10101 (3). 

(5) and (9). Other aspects ofthe rail transportation policy arc nol adversely affected. For 



example, competition and the continuation oi'a sound rail transportation system are not affected 

since the public will nol be deprived of any needed rail services. 

B. This Transaction is Of Limited Scope 

The proposed transaction is of limited scope. MSV seeks lo abandon a 21 mile line 

Mississippi. 

C. This Transaction Will Not lU'sult In An Abuse Of Market Power. 

MSV is abandoning the Line. There is no traffic .shipped over the Line and there are 

alternative transportalion services available. The major highways serving the area are 

Vlississippi Routes 330. 7. 9, and 32 as well as local roads. The Line runs parallel lo Mississippi 

330. 

COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

A Combined Environmental and Historic Report is in Exhibit B. 

FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE 

A drafi Federal Register notice is attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

LABOR PROTECTION 

When a railroad abandons its entire line, the Board does nol normally impose labor 

protection under 49 l.i.S.C. ^ 10502(g). unless the evidence indicates the exislenee ol': (1) a 

corporate ai'filiate that will continue substantially similar rail operations: or (2) a corporate parent 

that will realize subslanlial financial benefits over and above relief from the burden of deficit 

operations by its subsidiary railroad. See Honey Creek R.R.—Aban. Exemption—in Henry 

Cntv.. Ind., AB 865X (STB served Aug. 20. 2004): Wellsville. .Addison & Galeton R.R.—Aban. 

of Entire Line in Potter & Tiotia C'nlys., Pa.. 354 I.C.C. 744 (1978); and Northampton & Bath 

R.R.—Aban. Near Northampton & Bath Junction in Northampton Cnty. Pa., 354 I.C.C. 784 

10 



(1978). After abandonmenl, MSVs parent company and corporate affiliate will not continue 

similar operalions. Nor will MSVs parent company realize substantial financial benefits over 

and above reliei'i'rom ihe burden of iis subsidiary railroad. The purpose of this abandonmenl is 

lo reduce the burden on interstate commerce of an unnecessary expenditure where there is a lack 

of demand. Moreover, there are no employees on .VISV since il has nol operated since April 

2008. 

CONCLUSION 

Application oflhe regulatory requirements and procedures of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 to the 

abandonmenl oflhe Line proposed by MSV is not required to carry out the rail transportation 

policy set I'orth in 49 I.!.S.C. § 10101. as previously shown. Nor is Board regulation required to 

protect shippers from the abuse of market power. Vloreover, this abandonmenl is oi'limited 

scope. 

Accordingly. MSV respecll'ully urges ihe Board lo grant an exemption for the proposed 

abandonment oi'the Line. 

Respectfully Submitted. 

Louis E. Gilomer. Esq. 
Vlelanie B. Yasbin. I-!sq. 
600 Ballimore .Avenue 
Suite 301 
Towson. MD 21204 
(410)296-2205 

Allorneys i'or: Vlississippi & Skuna Valley 
Railroad. L.LC 

Dated: October 18. 2011 
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biuce, MS - Ciooglc Maps 

Go gle maps Address Bruce, MS 

I'agc I ot 

Get Google Maps on your phone 
Text the word "GMAPS" 10 466453 
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EXHIBIT B-COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
HISTORIC REPORT 

iS 



COMBINED ENMRON^HKNTAI. .AM) IITSTORIC RE!M)RT 
f4(y('l-.R. li()5 7,iiKi 11()5.S) 

DuckclNo .\B-10SiJ.\ 

MiSSlS.SlPPl iK: SKI IMA VAl.I HY KAII ROAD. LLC- ABAN'iJONMl.N I LXEMPJlON-
IN YAL.ORIJSIi'V AND CALHOUN COUNflES. MS 

Dated: beptcmk-r 28. 21)11 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

(1) i'lopnsed A :̂tion ;ind Alternatives. Ufsciibo the proposed action, including 
coinmuJilicb iranaponcd. the pliinncJ Jispnsilioii (irrin>) ot'an> mil line .nnd (Uhcr t̂̂ llcUla••< lli.r. 
ma\ be iii\ii|\c\l. and any possible changes in ciiiTent operations >)i' niainlcnaiicc pracliccs .-Mso 
describe an> ica.sonablc alternatives tc> the piupused action. Include a readable, detailed map and 
drawings clearly dehneating the projecl. 

Miv>i3Sippi <.t Skuna Valley Railroad. LLC ("•.VISV") proposes to abaniion the 21-mile 

rail liiie between Bruce .lunclion. milepost 21 0 and Bruce, milepost D.t). all m N'alnbusha and 

Calhoun Counties. MS (ibc •"Line""). Upon receipt orabandonmcni authontv trom llie Surlacc 

I ransportation Board (the "•Board"). MSV will salvage the track .md malcrials lioiii the Line, bul 

will leave ".be ballast, bridges and culverts in pLice lor the use ot 'he trail. 

.Abandonmenl otthe Line will result m the removal ol'thi' tail MSV docs nol intend lo 

disturb an\ sub grade or sub grade structures and does not intend lo lemose an_\ bridge 

structures M.sV pioposes lo convert the I ine lo inlerim trail use rail banking under K) l.i S C 

:; 1 247(d) tlirough the donation or ".ale ot the Line lo a trail group I be i)peiation-. and 

mainlenance ofthe line will cease Kemoval oflbe Line vvill re.Nidi i:' the eiimiiiu;iuii ot 1 7 

public ro<id crossings and H) piivate road crossings. 

I here has been no local or overhead Irail'ic on ihe Line shice .-Xpiil 17 jiiOS The la->l 

shipper iwi the I ine wa.s W cverhaeuser NR Companv. the tormerowne; ol'ihc Line. 



The oiil> alicrii^iiivc lo a lull abandonment vvcniid be lor MSV nut to .ibandoii the Liiic 

M S \ ' receivei.: .uithoritv l.i acquire the ! ine iVom the Mississippi i : Skuna Valiev Railioad 

Companv (•"MSVC") Miwi.wi/tp! A Skuiui I'uHey Ruilrnad. LLC -. [ i j i iu is i i in i i amiOpeyalion 

I 'wmpi i t ) ! ! - - \ l !^\ i \ \ ip!>i (t Skuna l ' j ! le\ Rai lnu id Company, S Til Docket No. I 1) .is42'>(STB 

served November 5. 2(i l i)) At the time oTacquisii ion there wa.s ;io traffic moving over the 'me. 

Ni) trattic had moved over the MSVC Ibr over 2 years prior to M S V s acquisition. I he last 

shipper to u.se the I ine was MSVL"s parent ci)mpanv in April 2()0S Wil l i l ittle, i f any. potential 

tral l lc. M S V ba.s decided lo seek abandonmenl o f the Line 

A map ot the propo.sed abandonment is attached hereto asL \h ib i l I 

1,2) I ran.sporlation Svjiein. Describe the etVecls of the pri'posed action on regional oi 

local traiisportLition systems and pattern^. Lstimate the amount o.'trafl'iC (passenger or freight) 

that w i l l be diverted to othei traii»portation systems or modes as a result of the propo.sed action 

I here is no passenger trat'tlc on the Line to be diverted to ;iiher modes as a result o i l he 

proposed abandonment I here is no Ireighl traftie on the Line to be diverted to motor carriei. 

.•\ccordingly. the p:\iposed abandonment should have no adverse ollects on ivgioral '>i li'cal 

iran.sportation .systems and pailerns 

(3) LaiKn[se. (i) Ba.sed on consultation with local and/oi regional planning agencies 

and/or a review o f l h e oft lcial planning ducuments prepared by such agencies, stale whelhei the 

proposed action is consisleiil with existing land use plaii.s Dcscr.be .my incoiisi.sleiiLios. ( i i i 

Based on eonsultalH)n wi lb ihe I ' s. Soil ("onver.sadoii Service. SMIL' the effeci ui IIK- pioposL'd 

action on any prime agiicultural land, t i i i ) I f the action affects laid or water uses within a 

designated coastal "/one. include tlie coastal /one information req iired by 111)5 'J (iv) I f the 

proposed action ;s an abandonment, stale whether or nol the riglil-ol-wav u su;lable for 

alte-nalive pablic use undei 4^i 1 '.S.C. cj \0W5 and esplain vvhy 

( i) M S \ ' considers the proposed abaiKlonment to be eonsi.ter.i with existing land use 

plans I lie area si. i iounding ibe I me is rural in nature. 

file://�/ccordingly
file://p:/iposed


\ I S \ ^'Jiu.icted t i v U'VMi ol Bruce and the ( our.lies >if N .ileiuisha and Calhoun. MS b\ 

letters dated .Sepiember 2S. 2i)l i See Uxhibit 2 No lesponse liu-. been reccvcd as 'd :liis -̂..Ue. 

.A copy o! tills I'liv ironniental Kepoit has been mailed to the appi.'priaie local and state agencies 

for thc'i inlviniiaiion and further comment 

( i l ) MSV does not believe thai ihere is any prime agriculuiial land that wi l l be aiiected. 

MSV notif ied the United States Department o f .'Xgriculture CiJSl.) \""i Natural Resources 

Conservation Seivice (the agency succeeding lo the responsibihiies o f lhe Soil CoiLseivation 

Service) ol the proposed abandonmenl by letter dated September 2S 2011. and requested 

assistance in ideiui fy ing >iny potential effects on prime agriculturu land See Lshibit 2 .'N copy 

o f this repoit has been supplied to the USDA toi its information and further comment 

( i i i ) I he Line does nol pas<> through a designated coa,stal /one 

(IV) MSV believes the Line would be suitable for inteiini trail use-'rail banking 

t4) LiTcrgy t i ) Describe the elfect o f the proposed actionoi ' liansporlation o f eneigy 

resources (i i) Describe the effect (d'the proposed actiiwi on recyil ible commodities (in) State 

whether ilie proposed action wi l l lesult in an increase or decreas-.; :ii nverall energy eftlcieney 

and explain why ( iv) I f the pioposed action vvill cause diversiouN ' lom riiil to motor carnage ot 

more than i A l 1.000 rail cai loads a year, or ( B j an average o f ? ' rail carlnads per m:le per year 

for any pai l o f the affected line, quantily the resulting net change in energy consumption and 

show ihe data and methodology used to arrive at the llgure given 

( i) 1 he piopo.sed abandonment w i l l have no effect on the ir.i!isporta.'oii of energy 

resourcci. 

t i i ) Ihe pioposed abandonmenl vvill have no effect on thetiansportation o f lecyclaiile 

commodities 

(111) The proposed abandonmenl vvill have mmimal effectun overall energy er'fieienc;. 

since there has been no traftie on the 1 inc 



I i \ I I he r ioposcd abai;dor,ir.eiit w: l l not cause the dr,er-ii"ii of ti-.oic '!ia;i l.nDii lad 

carloads .1 year >ii j n .ivciagc ;d 5ii lail carloads per mile per veai l>r , in\ pari nl ihe line 

segments ol rail t i . i f i lc to motor carriage 

n ) .Ajĵ  m i l ihe proposed .iction VMI! result in either: i..\i \ i i increase in la i ! irattii. id'ai 

lea-it l iKt percent imeasuied m gross l;<n miles .iiuuially I or an inci-ease of at least eight !raiiK-> 1 

day on any segment o f rail line alTecied by the proposal, or 1 B i an incieisc in r.ul yard , ic i i \ it\ o; 

at lea.se I DO percent (measured by carload activity 1, or i C l an aveia_'e mciea.se in truck iiatTic nl 

more than 10 percent of ihe average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a vlay on ,iiu aiiecied road 

segment, quantify Ihe aiitieipaled elTect on air emissions. Tor a pioposal undei 4 ' ' I ' S (" •;; 

H)*)01 (or V) lO.'̂ OS) to construct a nev\ line or reinstitute service o'-er a previously abandoned 

line, only the eigiit tram a day provision in sub-section (.s)(i)(.A) will apply (11) I f the pronosed 

action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean .Air '\ct. and wi l l result in either 

(A) an inerease in lai l trall lc ol 'a i lea.st 50 percent (measured in g'oss ton miles annually) t)i an 

increase ol at legist three trains a day on any segment o f ra i l line. (B) an increase in rail yard 

activity o f al least 2U percent (measur'ed by carload activity), or ((.') an average increase in tuick 

iratf lc o f more than 10 percent ol Ihe aveiuge daily iral'llc or 50 v.'hicie^ a day on ,1 given mad 

.segment, then sl.ite whether any expecied increased emissions are vwtliin the parameters 

established by the State Implcment.ilnii i Plan, l iowever. for a rail cniisinictivMi undei 4'-) 1 S C 

5 |ii<>01 ( o r 4 ' ) U S C v; 1 IJ5I I5 I or a ca.se involving the reinsiilui.on of service over a pievnnisl} 

abandoned line, only the three train a day threshold in this item sl'iall apply ( i i i ) I f iraiisponaiiim 

o f o/.one depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) i.s contemplated, identify the 

materials and quantity: the frequency of service; safety practices li i icluding any speed 

reslrictioii>): the applicant's safety record (to the exlenl available' on derailments, accidenls and 

spil ls: contingency plans to dea: with nceidentai spills; and the likj. ihood ol an accidental release 

o f o/one depleting maieiial.s in the event o f a coll ision or derailment 

( i ) Ihe proposed abandonment wi l l not result in meeting r-r exceeding the specified 

threshold.s 

CD I he proposed abandonment w i l l not resuii in nieelingi''i exceeding the specilled 

thresholds 

( i l l ) I he proposed abandonment w i l l not alTecl the iranspi'i-tjiion ol oAine depleiing 

materials 

((11 Noise II any >:! the ihiesholds iJeniit ied in item (5)(i of this sei.i'.on ate suipassed. 

state whether ilie jiroposed action wi l l cause (1) an incrcineiiial 1 viea.sc m [iol^c levels uf three 

decibels Ldn 01 more; or h i ) an increase to a noise level ol fi5 deuocU I dii or grcatci l l sn 

identifv >eiisilive receptor.s te g . schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, leiiremeiit 

http://lea.se
http://ea.se
http://ca.se


commuiiniev and ruiiing lionies) in the project iir-̂ ]̂. and qi:antii'\ the iio'se iiKreasc foi these 
iccepii'is if I'e till esholds are surp.is.sed 

Nol applicable 

i7i Safely (i) Desctibe any effects oflhe proposed action on public liea'ith and -afeiy 
(inciuding vehicle delay nine at railroad grade cros.smgs) lii) Ifl-a/aulou- materiaL arj 
expected lo be transported, ideniify; Ihe materials and quantily. tlie Irequency of service, whethei 
chemicals arc being iransporied thai, if mixed, could react to form more ba/ardous compounds, 
safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's sately record (to the extent 
available) on dciailmcnts. accidenls and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with 
accidental spills, and the likelihood of an accidenUil release of ha/ardous materials (in) If ;here 
are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous materials 
spills on tlie right-of-way. ideniily the liicalion of those sites and liie types vif ha/ardoiis nialeriais 
involved 

(1.) 1 he proposed abandonmenl will have no detrimental elfects on public health and 

.safety. MSV has never operated v)ver the I .ine and MSVC. the pijv iou.s owner, had not operated 

ovei the Line in more than two years 

(II) I he piH^posed abandonment vvill not affect the traiispo talioii of hazaidous materials 

(III) MSV is not aware of any "Known hazardous w.i.sie SIILS OI sues uliere 'here have been 

known hazardous materials spilK on the Line. 

(X) Biological Resouiees. (i) Based on consullation with rhe U S Fish and \\ ildlile 
Seivice. stale whether the propo.'<ed action is likely to adversely all'eci endangered or threatened 
species or areas designated as a cruical habitat, and if so. describe the effects (in State whether 
wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks or forests \ill be affected, and describe 
any effects. 

li) MSV dues not believe lhai the propc^sed aciion is likeb in adver^'lv altcct eiidaiiueied 

or tlireaieiied species oi aicas designated as a crilical habitat. VbV notiiied the U S lish and 

VVildlile Seivice C'l STiVVVi ot tlie proposed abandonment by Liter dated Septembei 2S. 201 I. 

and requested assi-,tance in determining whether the proposed ab.indonmeiil will adveisely .illeei 

eiidaiigeied ui diieatciicd .Npecies ur areas desiguated as a critical lia^iiai V't' 1 \li inl 2 .V copy 

o\ this Report was supplied li.> the I SL&VV foi its inlormalion and luilher cnmmeiil 



(11) Wil l ie Ine Lii'.e is near the Calhoun Coiaity Wi ld l i fe Nkinagenieiil Are: MSV Joes 

not believe any w .d l i f e sanctuaries or refuges. National or State p^rks or forest^ 'Ai>u!d be 

adversely affected by the piooosed abandonment. 

MsV notitled the National Parks Service of the propo'^ed .ibandonmcnt ny lelter dated 

Sepiember 28. 2011. .md requested assistance in identifying any potential effects un v\i'idlil'e 

sanctuaries or retuges. National or State parks or forests SL\ ' E.Xi'ibil 2. fo date, lu resnunse to 

this request ha> been received. A copy o f this Report has been sui^plied U> llie National Park 

Service for it'^ infornialion and comment 

C-J) Waler (;; Based on consultation witn State water qua ily oil lcials. state whether the 

proposed aciion is consistent vvith applicable Federal. Slate or locjl waler quality standaid.s 

Describe any inconsistencies (i i) Ba.sed on eonsultalion with the U S. Army Corps o f Fngineeis. 

slate v\hethei permits undei section 4i')4 o f the Clean Water .Act ( i . l I I.S (.'. ;} I "'44) are lequired 

i'or the proposed aciion and whether any designated wetlands or lOO-year flood plains w i l l be 

affected. Describe ihe cffccls ( i i i i State whelhei permits under section 402 vM'the ("lean V\atei 

.'•\ci ( " . ' I S C. « I ."*421 are retpiired lln the proposed aelion. 

(1) MSV IS ciiiifident thai the proposed abandonmenl wi l l 'ic ciMi.sisieni v\iili applicaii'.e 

waler quality standards MSV contacted the Mississippi Departnienl o f r.nviionmenial (,)ualily 

(••MDEt,)""i and the United States linvironmental Prelection Agency i "1ISI PA") by letters dated 

September 28. 2 i 'M .S'ri' l .xl i i l i i i 2 I o dale, no respunse to ihis .equesi has lieeii leceived .A 

copy ol ib.is Report has been supplied lo the MDF.Q and I SUPA lor their iplomiation and 

cumineni 

( i l ) .VlSV believes that no permits tindei section 404 of t l \ Clean VK atei Ve; are i jqnired 

foi the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or IDU-year Hood plains wi l l be 

affected by the p'\ip()sed abandonment. I 'pon receiving abandonment authviriiy reniov al oi 

material VM',1 be accomniished bv use of the rieht-of-way for access No new access roads are 



conlemplaled MSV does nol intend lo disturb any oflhe underlying loadbed oi peitoim any 

;ictiv ities thai v\oL.ld caiise scqimentation or erosion ofthe soil. anJ does not anticipate any 

dredgmg or use of [111 m die removal ofthe track material 1 he ciosslies and/or other debris will 

be transporled away Irom the Line and will nol be discarded aloji^ the right-of-way nor be placed 

or left ill streams oi wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways \lso. during track reniov ,il. 

appropiiate measures will be implemented lo prevent or control spiUs from fuels, lubricants or 

any other polliilani materials from eiilering any waterways Based upon this couise of action. 

MSV does not believe a permit under Section 404 ofthe Clean Water .Act will be required 

MSV contvicled the I .S. Army Corps of Engineers by leller dated September 2S. 2011 

and has received no respon.se to date .See Lxhibit 2. .A copy of this Report has been supplied lo 

ihe 1 •• S .Army Ci>rps of Lngineers for its infonnation and comme.ii 

t in) MSV believes th.u no permit under seclion 402 of the Clean Water .Vet would be 

required for the abandonmenl. MSV contacted the MDLIi and Hv; I 'SLP V by letter dated 

Septembei 2X. 201 I .S'l'c l-xhibil 2. .A copy of this Reporl has bê n̂ supplied lo the MDl-i,) and 

USLI'A foriheir information and furlhei comment. 

(10) Proposed Mitigi'-tion Describe any actions that are propo.sed to mitigate .idverse 
environmental impact.s. indicating vvhy llie proposed mitigation i<> appropriate 

MSV does not expect any adverse environmental impact hoin the proposed abani.:on:neiil 

and. therefore, sees I M need for any mitigating actions. MSV will, ol eoui.se. adheie to any 

remedial act.ons tequiied by the Board. 

http://eoui.se


HLS'TORir REPORT 

I .A I' S (i s topographic m.ip (or alternate map drawn tn •<ca:e and sufllcieiuly Jet;iilcd 
lo show buildings and oilier structures ir. the vicinity ofthe proposed action) -.howiiig the 
location oflhe proposed action, and the localioiia and approximaie dimensions of laihoad 
structures thai aie 50 years old or older and are nan oflhe proposed action. 

I .S (leologica! ^ulvey Maps have been supplied to the Mississippi llistoiica! 

Commission See Ixhihit '' 

2. .A wrillcn desciiplion ofthe tight î f way (including approximate widths, to the extent 
knovvni. and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area. 

1 he 21-mile nght-of-way is approximately 100 feel wide. Ihe I me begins at Last 

Railroad Street MI Bruce. MS. and runs southwest crossing S. Pontotac Road anc Thompson 

Sireel. It then crosses Counlry Roads 227. 231. and 245. .After ciossnig Couniry Road 245 the 

Line runs SW and parallel lo Highway .330 Continuing soulhwesi. the Line ciosses .Aiimounl 

Court at both the east .md v\est ends ofthe road. 1 he Line then pioceeds southwesi crossing 

New i lope Road. Steen Drive, and Country Road 139. fhe I ine ..ros.ses \nvk (. reek ard Coney 

(."reek prior lo ci"os>ing I lams Road. At F.lams Road the Line runs west crossing t ounlry Road 

17<) and Countiy Road I'M. .Al Counlry Road 194 the Line runs, iiorlliwest crossing Duideii 

CreeK before crossing Co'Lintry Road 77 and ending at the connec.ion wilh Can.idian National 

RaiKvay. 

3 (lood quality photographs (actual photographic priiUs,iii)t photvicoptes) of iailro,id 
structures on the proper.y Ihat are 50 years old or older and of llu' iinniediately -urroundmg .iiea. 

1 here ate 32 bridges on ;he pioperly that are 50 years old or oldei. 

4. l he daleis) of construction of the stiuctureis). and lhe..;ate(sj and extent of any niaioi 
alleralioiis. to the extent such inlormalion is known: 

Nol known. 

5. A 1̂1 lef narrative liistory of carrier opeialioiis in the iiu i. .md ,in explanaiion oi uli.r, 
if any. changes arc conlemplaled as a result ofthe proposed aetiea. 



1 he VISV originally named the Vlississippi & Schoona V.il'ev Railioad Co'npany w.i-

incoipoiaied •n lune I''25 unde: tne laws ol Mississippi. The line '.vas coiisiiuc.cd from a 

conneclion with liie Illinois Cenlrai Railioad at Bruce .lunction, iVh and follows a general 

nortbeasieily direction along the Skuna River to Bruce. MS. I he i me was completed on Sepi 1. 

192h MSV acquired a 21 -mile lai! line belween Bruce .lunction. inilepost 21 0 and Bruce. 

mileposl 0 (). all m Valobusna and Calhoun Counties, MS from MSV'R m .Miwiwippi (V- Skiiii,i 

1'LIIIC\ Rjiiroad. LLC -.\cijiiisilion and Operation Lxeinption- -.\li''\i.'<.\ippi (K. Skiinj I ciilfv 

Railroud Compain S I B l-inance Docket No. 3542'^ (S I B servee. Nov. 5. 201 Oi 

(i A biief summaiy of documents in Ihe carrier's possessi'>n. such as engineeiiiig 
draw-ing.s, ihat might be u.seful in documenting a structure thai is lound lo be historic, 

MSV p(^ssesses valuation niap.s and track charts ofthe Lint.-, bul is noi aware of anv other 

documenlalion in its pos.session. 

7 .An opinion ibased <A\ readily available mformalion in lie lailioad's possession) .i.s tn 
whether the site and oi suuclures meet ihe criteria lor listing on tlie N'aiivMuil Rcgistei ^̂ l llisioiie 
i'laces ( Ml t i' R (>ii.4). and whellier ihere is a likelihood of arel^oiogical lesources m iiiiy iitiier 
previousl_\ \iiiknowii hisiv)nc properties in the project area, and ihr IMSIS foi ibese opinions 
(including any consiiliaiions w\ih the Stale Hi.st(*ric Preserv.iiion nifiee. local Si'iioikal soLieiies 
or universities). 

MSV believes that the bridges on Ihe Line are nol unusual or iii'iieworihy lor inclusiun or. 

the National Register of i lisioiic Places, ll is also MSV's opimoi thai there aie no archeologica: 

resources or i.ither lailioad related hi.storic properties i:i the project area. Morev)ver. since MSV 

Is agieeable lo converting ihe I me to mlenm trail use/rail bankin:. VISV dues noi plan lo jlier. 

lemove or dispvise of any oflhe bridges that are on the I me 

iS. .V descripliun (based on readily available information in the railnvkl's pvissession) o; 
any known prior subsuiLiLC giound disturbance or till, enviionmu'i.il ^ondilions iiiali.;rall;. 
occurring oi manmade) 'hat might affect the archeological recovny ol '•esourees isiich as 
swampv condilioiis or the presence of toxic waste), and the surroiiiiJing terrain 

Based on a review ofits record.s. MSV believes that f!ieie:i:e no knowii subsuilace 

file://-./cijiiisilion
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giound d.stur.iances ui llli. or envircvnmental conditions that migl- altec liic .i:\'hcoiogicLii 

recovery oi any iiotential resiiuiccs 

'> \\ itliin 30 days of receipt ol the historic report, the Statv I lijti'iic Pieservalion l.)|fker 
may request tlie following additional information regarding specific non railroad owned 
properties oi groups of properties immediacely adjacent lo the railioad rig!u-ol-vvay photographs 
ol specified propenies tbal can be leadily seen frum like railroad rijihi-ol-'A.n (oi other public 
righi.s-oi'-'»v.i\ ,id|aceiu to die property i and a written description of any previously discovered 
aicheological sues, identifying the location and type ofthe site [i i prehistoric or native 
.Vmencan) 

MSV does nol foresee the likelihood thai any additional ir.rorir.ation will need to be 

suppl'ed III association \\'\[h '.he pmposed abandonment oihei than ih.il inlormalion previou.sly 

submitied. But. if any additional information is requested. MSV \\iil promptly supply the 

necessary information 

MSV contacted the Mi.ssissippi Department of .Archives inid History ("MD.Vl-T") by leitei 

dated September 2S. 201' .S'l'e Lxhibit 2. No respon.se has been .eceived .V copy of this 

Report has been mailed to MD Vli. 
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Loi l̂  I-! Ci!|i'\irK 
l.iMi l i ls;! ; i i l i ; i \ i m t i 

M i l \ M L L< ^ VN i i \ 

Mol.iiv.i'in. h:i,iili,r.v eiMii 
-ni!-:ofv":20'i 

] . vw O s i K i-s cir-

Lon.s E, Un'o,MF,.R„ IAA.\ 

September 2S. 201 

• I H ; 1 1 ll |!VI . id . v^I .1 I - 1 1 1 ' <ii' 

lowsnr. VI >H'ii \sii :i:i't . i ' -
r i. I ' l ' i i i - ' • .l 'l- 4(i'i-i>-=''. 

I \ ' \ I ill. • ' ' 11.^.-.^ 

Mis.sisS'ppi Hisi,iric Pieserv.ition Office 
Mississippi Deparlnieiit of Vichr%es and llistoiy 
Vddress I P O Box 57! 

.lackson. MS i92S^) 

Rl.. Dockei No. AB-108'^\. \hy^nsippi <<: Skiiiui I'tilln Rnilrntul i l.< • 
.[handonmeni Exemption- -in Yiilohiishii ancli nlhuim ( iiiiiilii:\ \/S' 

Deal Sir'Madam 

On or aboul Octobei IS, 20i 1 we expect lo be filing with the Surlacc 
1 ransportation Board ("S I B") a petition for exemption seeking aulhonly loi the 
Mississippi i t Skuna V'alley Railioad. I LC lo abandon an approximately 21 mile lail line 
between Bruce .lunction. milepost 21 0 and Bruce, milepost t) 0. all in Yalobusha and 
Calhoun Counties. MS tihe '"Line""). 

Aitached is a Combined H-'nvironmenlal and Histiiiii. Reporl describing the 
proposed action and any expected env ironmenlal efl'ects, as well as a map oi' the jflccied 
area We aie providing ;his report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for llie S IB's independent environmental analysiso'"iiiis pioceeding 11 any ol 
the iiiforniatu>n is misleading oi incorrect, if you believe th;:t pertinent intoimalion is 
missing, or if you have any questions ab<nit the S I "fj's envir snnierlal review pioces^. 
plea.se contact the Office of Lnviionmental Analysis (OL.A). Sin face I ranspoiiation 
Boaid. •'̂ 05 1. Streel, SW. Washington. DC 20423. lelephoiu 2n2-245-(i2')5 and leler to 
the above Dockei No. .VB-10S<).\. 

Because the applicable slalules ,ind regulations impi-se siringenl deadhnes loi 
pioeessing this action, your wrillen comments to Ul',.\ (wit'.; ,i copy lo oui rcprescntaHvc) 
would be appiecialed withm 3 weeks Your comments will ' v consideied by tlie S I B i:̂  
evali.aling the environmental impacts ol the eontemplaled .ciiiMi ll llieic aie any 
qiieslioiis concerning tins proposal, please conlacl our ieni\senialive direcily ()iii 
represcntalive in ihis m.iltei is Melanie ^'ashin who may be «.oiilacted by telephone .il 
4 Hi-2''(i-Z2.^'i. email at .Melanie u Igraillaw com. oi mail al i ;n\ Oltlces of 1 oms I-
Critomei. !)Oii Ballimoie Vvenue Suite 'iM. low son. MD 21204. 

Sincerelv vuuis. 

.Melanie > asbin 
Vtlorney foi Vlissi^sipp, & Skuna R.iihoad 1 1 C 

I nclosuie 



Ll". l^ K I . I " 'Ml I.'. 

Ld.K'Vi'M.ll'l n\ tlMli 

l..-\'.v On-U.I s o( 

IvOl LS E . C r i ' O M ' i i R , 1 / L L " . 

i.l'M il M.r.'vioMI A-. I \ i . t V i n >iM 

' ,!••.'.SI'N V \ i j s A S I ' . : . ' ' l l - p i : : 

: | i ; •• , ' . \ - ' 1 M - • - I ' l l i Jii'i ' . - ' . ' 

Mr'\si,-b ^ ̂ âl̂  Scptembe: 2S. 21)1 ' r \ \ . i i n ••-'.l^^^ 
Mol.ini-i.'f'Tl-.iiiilkuv tii'ii 
41'.' :'!6-'::c.s 

1 • S Nat ona'' Geodetic Survey 
Rooni'>2'i2 N(.iS.'l2 
131 5 Last-VVesl Highway 
silvei Npriiig. Ml) 20'Mi; 

RL. Docket No. ,VB-I()S')X. \/,^,;ss//./;/ ,< .S.kiinr i\il!c\ Ruilrocul I L( '-
Al^Lindonmeni i.xi-mpiian- in )'iili>hiishti mu!Ciiilioiin ('oiiitiw^ \IS 

Deal Sir'Madam 

On or about Octobei IS. 2()1 1 we expect to be lllinj with the ^suif.ice 
1 ransportalion Board f S 1 B"i a petition for exemption seeking auihoiily lor the 
MiSMssippi &. Skuna V'alley Railroad. LLC to abandon an appnixiniatcly 21 mile rail line 
belween Bruce .lunction. milepost 21 0 and Bruce, mileposi 0 0. all in N'alobusha and 
Callioun Counties. MS (the "I me"). 

.Vliaclied is a C ombined l-lnviioiiinenial and lliskir.c Rep»Ml describing the 
proposeo .ictivin and any expected environmenlai eflecls. î̂  well as a map vif the affecled 
.irea We aie pioviding this report so dial you may review the inliirmalion thai will foini 
the basis loi ihe S I B's independenl env ironmenlal analysis of tins proeeeiiing. ll ar.v of 
the liiiorm.iiion is misleading i)r incoireci. if you believe ih.ii |)eiHneni inlormalion is 
missing, or if you have any quesiions aboul the S I B's eiunonnieniai i j \ lew ptoecss. 
please conlai-l the Office of I luiionmeiital Vn.ilysis (Of \ | Suifaee I lanspoii.inon 
Bo.ird. 'o^s I Street. SW. V\ asiiingion. D< 20423. lelephoie :o:.Ms-(i2^)5 .md ivlerto 
the above Docket No .VB-iOS^^X 

Because the applicable stalulcs and regulalions imr-Dse sinngeiit deadlines foi 
pioees-niL' llii- a^tii'ii. your wrillen commenls lo OF. \ (wiili j c;>pv lo oor reprcsenlati\e! 
would be appiecialed wilhin ^̂  weeks Your comments will be (.or.sideted b', die s I B ii: 
evalualmg ineenvironmeiii.il iinpacls of ihe i.oniempl,iied lelii-ii II liieie .iie ,in\ 
quesiioiis coiKcrning this piojiosal. please contact our repioseiUiuiVv diicLil;. ( hn 
lepresenlatue in this mallei is Mel.mie ^^lsbIll vUio may 1\'•̂ ii!i'..i,.U'v! b\ leiei'hone l̂i 
4 |n-2' 'o-22' '0 em.Ill at Melanie J/Igraillaw.com. oi maiLs- I l̂u infi-^es.>i 1 om-, I 
Oiiomei. '>n(l Ballimore .Avenue. Suite 3n| . fow'^on. MD '12'M 

Sincerely yours. 

Melanie \'asbiii 
.•Vltorney for Mississippi tt Skuna Raiiiojd. '. I (.' 

rii(.iosiiie 

http://ineenvironmeiii.il


I Ol Is L tJll.'i'.liK 
i.i'lid.i 1^1.1, ki'vv. iiini 

Vli 1 vNh' B ^ i-.bl\ 
VlufiiliL'Ifi'kiiiiil.n'. Linr 
-l | ' i-2'i6- ' : :Gs 

'LAW D I - F U r.s Ol 

'Lon.s E. Gi'rf)MF.K, LLL' 

Sepiember 2S. 201 ' 

'• H W llVl ' I'.r V'.l X. i ^l ."!! -11. 

j i / A A O N V l V i n i i . M ' ' i : • ) • - l l " ' 

- I r i •• •'! : j ^ i i • - . ' . ' ' >'•<• l l ' 1." 

:"> \ . Mil- ' :-ui,<> 

1.1 S \.:l,oiiai Park Service 
1(111 Aiab.im.i Slieel. SV\ 
AlLinta. li V 10303 

RL- Dockei No. AB-1()S<-)X. Mnu.ssippi d- .Skiiiij .'WAM RaihouJ. ! l.C-
.l/Hindoniiiciil Exemption - m Yalnhiislui uialCiliioinn DUIIIIL'I \ I S 

Deir Mr Madam 

Oil or aboul October IS. 2011 we expect lo be Tiliiii; '.villi the Surface 
1 ranspoi'Uilion Board ("S FB") a petition for exemption seeking aulhoiiiy for I'.ie 
Mississippi i t Skuna Valley Railroad. 1 LC lo abandon an '.ipproxiniaicly 21 mile rail line 
between Bruce Junction, mileposi 21.0 and Bruce, milepov 0 0. all in N'alobush.i and 
Calhoun (. ouiities. MS (ihe '"Line"). 

Vttached is a Combined Finiionmental and Ilistori.. Repoit describing the 
proposed ac'iun and any expected env ironmenlal effects, .j- •»\eil is a niaji ofthe .illeiied 
area W e aie providing this reporl so that you may review ilie mformalivin liial svill form 
ibc basL- loi Ihe SI Bs independenl enviionmenlal analysi',i>l lliis proceeding If any of 
the inloiinaliv)i'. is misleading or iiicoriect. it you believe tli.ii perlment infoim.ilioii is 
missing. Ol if you have any questions ;ibout the SI B s enviionmenlal review process, 
please conlacl llie Office of I'.nvironmental Analysis (OLA'. M.rlace I ransporlatuin 
Bo.ird. ";'J^ I Street SW. W ashingioii. DC Ji)423. lelephoni- :o2-24s.n2"s û-d reler lo 
ihe above Dockei No. AB-1 OS^̂ x!" 

Because llie applicable .slatutes and regulations imp.)se siringenl deadlines loi 
piocessiiig ihis aelion. your written coinmeiils lo • •!• V i.wiiii ,i topy lo oui repie'^eiil.iiiic) 
would he appreciated within 3 weeks, ^'our commenls wif be considered by the S I B in 
evaiiuiimg the enviiv'nmcntal impacls ol liie conlemplaled icin'ii li ihere .iie anv 
questions eonceiiimg this pioposal. please conlacl our lepivseiitalive duecily Oui 
lepresemative in this matter is Melanie \ asbm who may \ \ coniacled by lelepb.ine al 
4 H^-2''i')-22"^0. email at Melame if Igraillaw com. o[ mail a I .r-.̂  Of:lees ol 1 om, I 
Cntomei. (̂ I'O Bal'.imoie Avenue. Suite "̂ Ol Towson. MD 21204. 

Sincerely yours. 

Vleianie Yasbiii 
Aitornev lor Mississini-ii A. Skuiui Railroad. LLC 

nelosiii; 
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hiKi HAI I IMOKL;W i 'X'lJI; SUn'E .̂ ('I 
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r PA 
Region 4 
Sam Nunn .Atlanta Fedeial Ceniei 
(ll l-"ors}lli Slieet. ,sW 
Atlanta. CA 30303-}s%(i 

Rl • Docket No AB-I().S')X. .Mi.s.sL-tuppi d: Skuiui Valtc\ Raihoad I l.C-
.ihanJonmeni E\i nipiinn— in )'alohu.\lui and ('cilhi<nn C 'oniiluw MS 

Deal Vladam/Sir: 

< )n or about October 18. 201 1 we expect to be lUiiig v.r.li the Sin lace 
liansporlation Board ("S1 B") a petition for exemption seeking authority lor the 
Mississippi it Skuna Valley Railroad. LLC lo abandon an approxim.ilely 21 mile rail line 
between Bruce .lunction. milepost 21.0 and Bruce, mileposl 0 0. all in Yalobusha and 
Calhoun Counties. MS (the •'Line"). 

.Attached is a Combined Lnvironmenlal and IlisUiric Report describing the 
proposed action and any expecied env ironmenlal effects, as well as ;.-. map ol die allecled 
area W e are pro\ idiiig ihis leport so that you may rev icu (he infonnation thai will form 
the basis lor the S ILVs iiide|ieiidenl einiriMimental analysis ot this pioeeeding ll any ol 
the inlormalion is misle.iding or incorrect, if you believe that pi'ilmeni inlormalion is 
missing, 01 il you have any questions about the STB's environmental leview- process, 
please contact ihe Ollice of Liu ironmenlal .Analysis (OE.A). Surface fraii.sporlalion 
Board. )<-'5 1. Siieel. SV\'. Wa.shinglon. DC 20423, telephone :()2-245-0295 and refer to 
Ihe above Dockei No AB-lOSOX. 

iiecausc the applicable statutes and regulations imposi- siringenl de.idlines I\M' 
processing this .action, youi wntten comments t(i Ĉ LA (with :\ I'opy lo oui icpresenlalivei 
wimld be appreciated vvilhin 3 weeks, ^'oiir commenls will lu- considered by the S I B in 
evaluating the environmental impacts oflhe contemplated action 11 ihere are any 
questions concermng ihis piopos.il. please conlacl oui lepresciilalivc direcily < Mil 
represeniaiivc in this mallei is Melanie Yashin who may be coniacled by lelephone al 
41(i-2'>6-2250. email at Melanie.'t^lgiaillaw n>m. oi mail al I.;i\v Offices of l.ouis 1. 
("iilomer. f̂On Ballimoie .Avenue Suite 301. fow.son. MD 21204. 

SinceieA vours. 
/ 

Melanie ^'.isbin 
Aliornev foi Miss ssippi it Skun.i Railioiid. I I C 

rr.closure 
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Yaloliushii C ounly 
P.O Boc ^(^4 
Water Valley. Ms 3S')o5-0(>(4 

RE Docket No AB-li)8';X. \h^\iy^ippi <<: Skimu i a!lc\ RaHiuad .'/.( -
thandnnmvnl Exciiiplii/n- in Yalohiisha and Cuihoun (.'oiinlics. MS 

Deal M.idam Sir 

< til Ol aboul October IS. 2011 we expect to be llliiii' wiih ilie Siii;.Ke 
Transportation Boaid f S l B") a petilion for exemption seeking autlioriiy for the 
Vlississippi i t Skuna Valley Railroad. LLC lo abandon an .ipproximaielv 21 mile rail line 
beiv\eeii Bruce .lunction. mileposl 21 0 and Bruce, milepo.s' O.n. a'! in ^'alobusha and 
C.ilhoun Counlics. MS (the "Line"). 

Vtlaehed is a Combined Liuiroiimeiilai and llistoru Report desciibmg the 
proposed action and any expecied environmental effects. iis well as a map oflhe .dlected 
aie.i We aie providing ihis i'ep>)rl so that you may review he inform,itioii tli.it will loim 
the basis i'or the S I B's independent environmental analysis ol this proceeding If any of 
the iiu'orni.ilion .s misleading or iiicorrecl, if you believe IIMI pertinent information is 
missiiiii. Ol if you have any questions aboul the S I B's enviionmenlal leview process, 
please conlacl die i )lllce of 1 nv ironmenlal Analysis (OF.Ai. Snif.ice I ran.sponation 
Boaid. 3VS 1 Sireet. SW. W.ishmgion. DC 2042"^. telephone :02-2-»>-i)2'>5 and relei \o 
the abiwc Dockei No AB-108^)X. 

Becuisc ihe applic.ible slaUiles ,ind legulaiiinis llnp.l^e ^liingeisl deadlines lor 
proces-iiig ibis .icli'm. youi written comiiicnis lo ()|-.A (vvi-ii ,i c>ip\ lo our lepiescntalivel 
•AiHild he ipprcv-iated 'Aithiii • weeks ''lour i.ominents v\il Ix' ci'iisiilered bv ilie S I B in 
evalu.iiin'^ the einiioninental impacts v»t the coniemplated .ILOOII ll there are in\ 
quesiioiiK eoncerning this pioposal. please coniael our repi.'seiu.ilive dueedy < lui 
ie|ii'esenMlive m this mallei is Melanie Y.isbm who may W iinii.icled !•>> lelephone .ii 
410-2"'i-22sO email il Melanie (/'gi.ullaw com. or maiLi: Lr>\ i)||"i.,.eso| I onis 1 
(iitomc!. fiii() Baltimore Vveii'.ie. Suite 301. Tow-on. MD 21204. 

Sincerelv vouis. 

Melanie >'.isbin 
.Vtlorney tor 'Vlississi.-ipi ^̂  Skiin.i Railioad I 1 I 

I. ncIodine 
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K! Dockei No AB-IUS'^X. Mivuvsipp, A'- Skinw '.'a!lc\ Radroad Ll.t • 
.\h(indonnu-ni Exemption - in Yulohusha iindt aihoiin <'oiin!h"< \/S' 

Dear Direeioi Dohner 

On Ol about (.>clober 18. 2011 we expect lo be filing wiih ihe S.irf.ice 
I raiisporlation Boaid fSTB"') a [jclilion for exemption seesing authonly loi the 
Mississippi t t Skuna Valley Railroad. LLC lo abandon an .-pproximatciy 21 mile r.iil line 
beivveen Bruce .lunclion. mileposl 21 0 and Bruce, mileposl 0 0. ail in Yalobusha and 
Calhoun Counties. MS (the •"Lme") 

Aitached is a Combined Lnv ironmenlal and 1 listorii. Reporl descr-hing the 
pioposed aciion jnd any expecied environmenlal elfects. a- well as a mip oflhe .dfecled 
are.I VS'e .ire pro\ idiiig ibis reporl so that yon may review lie iidonnaiion ibai -^dl lorm 
the b.isis for tlie S I TVs independent environmenlal analysisot this pioceeding If any ol 
ihe inlormalion is misleading or incorieci. if you believe th.it peitiiient inlonnation is 
missmg. or if you have any quesiions about the STB's enviionniental review process, 
p'ea.se contacl die Ollice o\'l nvironmental Analysis (OEA Surlace 1 ransporiatior, 
B^^al•d. '̂ '-15 1. Street. SW. Washington. DC 20423. lelephoie 2()2-245-i)2'>5 and leler lo 
the aK)ve Dockei N,i AB-IOS^'X 

Sincerelv \ouis. 

Melanie Y.isbin 
Attorney for Mississii^pi A Skana Rai',ro.jd. I I C 

I nclosurv 
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Nati.i.i. Resouiees Conservation Service I 'SD \ 
I eder.il Building. Suite 1321 
lOi) West Capilol Stieel 
.lackson. MS 3')2(V^ 

RI" Docket No. AB-1080X. .1/(,SS/.VS;/Y'/ ct Skuna l'a!!c\ Radroad il.( -
\liandonment Exemption in Yiilohii.'tha niui Calhoun Cninlic^ \ l^ 

Dear Sir'Madam. 

Cin v)r about L)ctober IX. 2011 we expect to be filing -Ailh the Surf.ice 
1 raiispitrtaiion Board r"S j B"i a petilion fi>r exempluMi seeking authority for ihe 
Mississippi it Skun.i Valley Railro.id. I 1.1' to abandon jn appinximaiely 21 mile rail line 
belween Bruce lunction. milepost 21.0 and Biuce. nnleposi u.i). ,ill m N'aiobush.i .I\K\ 
Calhoun Counties. MS (the ••Line"). 

Attached is a Combined Eiuiionniental ,md llisionc Repon desciibmg the 
proposed action and any expecied environmenlal effects, .is well as a map ofthe affecled 
area V\ e are pioviiimg this lepiirt so ihal you may review uie intorm.iiion ih.ii will loiiii 
the basis for the S I B's iiuiepeiidenl enviionmenlal analysis .i| this pinceeding 11 aiiv oi 
the intonrali.in is misleading or incorrect, il you believe ih.il peilinenl iii'oiinaiioii is 
missing. OI if you have any questions about the S FB's envii innienlal review process, 
please contact the Ofllce ol Fnvironmenlal .-Vnalysis (OLA) Surlace I ransportation 
B.-iard. ^')5 E Streel. SW. Washington. DC 20423. lelephon,- 202-245-021)5 and leter lo 
Ihe above Docket No. ,VB-iO,SoX 

Because the applic.ible statutes and regulations impusc siimgcn; deadlines ioi 
piocessii'.g this aelion. your wntien commenls to < )LA (witli i copy to o\;r represent.i'.ive) 
would Iv .ippieciaied wiiiiin '' weeks ^ oui comments will .-e lOHs dei'."-,l by the S IB in 
ev.ili.iaiing the envirunmenla! imp.icls of ihe conlemplaled j j i on If iheie .lie iiin 
qiicsiioiis eoncerning this pr(^po'-;al. please conlacl our represeniaiivc diieclly Oi.ii 
representalive 'n this mailer i> Melanie ^ asbm who may beeontai.led bs telephone .ii 
4|ij-2'Ji'>-225ii. en-ail at Vlelanie •./ Igiaillaw com. oi mail al 1 av\ Ofilces ol"l k.uis I 
(I Home:. MfO Baltimore .Avenue. Suile ""̂ Ol. I owson. MD 21 '04 

Sinceielv vours. 

Melanie Yasbiii 
Mtornev for Mississirpi it- skun.i Raiho.id. 1 Li 

Inclostire 

file:///liandonment
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U S \riiiy Corj-i ojT ngineers 
VicksoLiig District 
4155 (. lav Siieei 
Vicksbi.i..:. MS 3^nSi-'i4Vs 

Rl D-Jcket No. \Q-\U^'^)X. .Vli.y\is\ippn'<: .Skiimi i 'dli'\ Raiiruid LH -
Ahiindiinmcnl Lxempiion--ii: )a!ohii\ha andL'alhonn Coiintie\ \/S' 

Dear Madam.'Sir' 

On 01 aboul Octobei 18,2011 we expect to be lllini: with the Suilace 
I ransponaiion Board ("S 1IV") a petilion loi exemption seeioiig auihoiuv loi ibe 
Mississippi it Skuiui Valley Railroad. LLC lo abandon an a'lpioximalelv 21 mile I'ail line 
between Bruce .lunction. milepost 21 0 and Bruce. mileposC) 0. all in Y.ilobusha md 
C.ilhoun Counties. MS (Ihe '•Line") 

Allaehed N a ("ombmed L.nviionmenial and Historic I'lepon describing ihe 
pioposed action and any expected environmental effects, as well as .1 map oflhe .ilfecied 
.Ilea We arc pioviding this report so that you may review the iiil'.inii.ition that will fonn 
the basis foi the S1 B's independent environmental analysis of tb.is pioceeding If any of 
the infonn.ilion is misleading or mcorreci. if you believe ihi.t peilinent uil'oimalion î  
missing, or it'you have any quesiions about the STB's envirMimenlal review piocess. 
plea.se coniacl the ()lilce o\' I nviionmental .Analysis (OL .̂Ai. Surface I lansportation 
Board. '''̂ )5 E Sireel. SW. Washington. DC 20423. leiephoiu 2l)2-245-i)2'>5 .ind retei lo 
the above D.K'kei No AB-10S9X 

Be'.iiise the .ipplicable si.iuites and legul.ilions inipi-e strniiieiil de.idliiie- loi 
piocesiiiig 'ills action, y.mr wrllien commenls to ( H V (wiii ,1 Lopy lo om lepieseni.ilive'' 
would be .ippieci.iled wiibin "i v^eeks Youi commenls will Iv ^.onsideied bv ibe s I B m 
ev.ih.i.iiiiig the eiiviroiimciil.il inip.icts of the conlemplaled .:.-'ion 11 iheie aie ,iny 
qiicsr.oiis concerniivj this propos.il, please v.oiii.iv.1 our !eprl^el1!.ll^^e diie-vtl\ ' )ui 
lepieseiii.ilive 111 Ibis m.tltei is Mel.mie \\isbin wlio may bevim!.ic!e«,l ii\ ".elephoiiC ,ii 
410-2''o-225ii. em.Ill at Melanie a Igraill.iw com. îr mail a; 1 ,iw ' ifii.„es .•• I iims I 
tiiioiiiei. f>00 Ballimore Vvenue. suite 301. Unvson. VII) 2 20-1 

Sincerely yours. 

Melanie Vasbm 
.Vtiomev for Vlississiiii-'i it Skuna Raiiio.ic. I I ( 

I l C l O s U I ; 
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Vlis-iissippi Enviionmenlal Piotection Agency 
Missis->i|ipi Deparimenl of l.nvironmenlal Qualily 
1 PI) B îx 22f)l 
lacksun MS V>2̂ )̂ 

RE. Dockei No AB-108')X. .l̂ v̂ ,•.̂ .̂ VY" ct Skun .̂ I alU'\ Rad'-oad ! ! ('-
Ihundonment Exemption- -in Yalohusiia andCaHioiin Counncs \IS, 

De.ir Sir Madam• 

On or about Octobei 18. 2011 we expect lo be llling wilh the Surt.ice 
'1 lansptvrt.ition Bi>ard ( "STB") a pelition for exemption seeking autlioriiy for the 
Mississippi it Skuna Valley Raihoad. LLC to abandon an approxim.ilely 21 mile rail line 
between Bruce .Umclion. milepost 21 0 and Bruce, milepost (J 0. all in Yalobusha .ind 
1,'alhoun Counlies. MS (the "Line"). 

Attached is a l.'oinbmed Eiivirimiiieiilal and lli.slorii. Repon dcsCiibing ihe 
proposed action .md any expected environmental effects, as weH a.̂  a ma|i ofthe al felled 
.Ilea VV e .lie pio\ iJing this reporl so that you may review Hie mfoim.ilioii that will ioim 
ihe basil foi the S 1 B's independent environmental .inalysis n: ihi> proceeding il'ai.y oi 
the infoimalion is misleading or ineorrect, if you believe th;;l pertinent mfoimaiion is 
missing, or il you have any questions aboul ihe S'FB's envionMiieiiliil review process, 
please conlacl ihe Office of Environmental Analysis (OE.A). Surface I raiispon.ition 
Board. 3'̂ 5 E Stieel. SW. Washington. DC 20423. lelephoiio 202-245-02^)5 and relei ;o 
the above Docket No AB-108')X. 

Sincerelv vouis. 

Me lame Yasbin 
.Mtoiney for Mississip;-vi it Skt.na Railroad. Ml 

.".nclosuie 
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Mississippi Stale I'lea.-inghouse 
Mississippi Dep.irinieni of Einance and .Admimsiralion. Cleiringliou.se Office 
501 Nonli West Street. Suile I lOl-E 
.lackson. Ms 3^)201 

RF: Docket No. AB-108^;X, \/MS'.S.S//)/I/ it .Skuna I alU\ Radrnad. I i( -
\handonmeni l:\cmption—m Yalohiisha anc Calhoun ('oiiniic^ \IS 

Deal Sii 'Madam-

On or .ibout October 18. 201 i we expect to be llling wiih the Surface 
I ranspon.iiion Bo.ird i "S I iV | a petition tor exemption seekiiiL; .mihority foi the 
Mississippi i t Skuna Valley Railroad. I I C lo abandon .m .ippioxmi.ilely 2 1 mile rail line 
between Bruce .lunction. milepost 21.') and Biuce mileposl 0 0. ;ill in Yalobusha and 
Calhoun Counties. MS ithe "•Line"). 

,'Vilached IS a Combined F nvironmental and Flisiork Repi'it describing the 
pi'oposed action anil any expecied environmental effects, as well as .i m.ip ofthe .iffecied 
are.i We .ire jirovidiiig this report so that you mav review llie informaiinn lhai will loim 
the basis ll-i the S IB's independent environmental analysis DI this pioceeding If any ol 
the inlonnation is misleading or incorrect, if you believe th;:l pertinent infijinuition is 
missiiie or i l ymi bine any questions .iboni the S I B's eiiviriniiient.ii ie\ iew pioces> 
please eoiuacl the Ollice of 1 lU ironmenlal Analysi-, i( )l .'X: Suil.iee I i.iiispon.iiioii 
Boaid. 3'-^^ i Strec!. SW . Waslimgion, DC 2042 v telephone 202-2-15-02^)5 .ind relei to 
the above Docket No AB-1()8^>X 

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impiise stiiiigenl deidlincs for 
piocessinu this acnoii. your wrillen Lominenls lo OE.V (wit!, i copy to .MII lepreseni.i'r.ei 
would be .ippreei.iled wilhia 3 weeks. Voiii coinnienls vviF. be coiisidcied by the S I B iii 
ev.ilii.iiiii^ die enviionmenlal impacls ol ibe conlemplaled .-clion i: 'here .ire any 
quesllol1^ ciiiiceriiing lliis proposal, please conlacl oiii repre-^eiiuiii'.;. direuiy ( kn 
reiiiesciilalivc in this matter is Vlelanie Vasbm wh.i may becoiii.n.ijil b\ leleplhiiie ai 
4IO-2'/(i-2 2'^ii. email at Melanie i/ igiaillaw com. or mail al I aw i )tnces -.)''] ou\^ I 
(ulomer. bOO Baltimore .'Vvenue Suite 301. Fowson. MD 2!20-1 

Sincerely yours 

Melanie \asbin 
.Attorney for Mississippi it Skuna Railroad. I I (. 

Enelosuie 
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.Vlississippi i.'oastal /one Management 

.Vlississippi Departmeni of Maiine Resouiees 
1141 Bavvic'A -Vvenue. Suile 101 
Biioxi . VIS VJ5"'0 

RL Docket No. AB-I080X. \h'^My\ippi tt Skiim: I aia;. Radroad LU '-
li-'iiiidonment E.\empiitni -in )'cilohiislui andCiilhiJim (.'ii'iiiih'', \IS 

Deal Sii iVladam 

I )n or .iboul Oclv)bei 18. 201 I v ê expeci 1.1 he lllmi; wiiii (he Surlace 
I ransportation Board ("'S'l B"i a petition for exemption seeking aulhonly foi die 
Mississippi i t Skuna Valley Railroad. LLC to abandon an ;ippioxiinalely 21 mile i.n; line 
between Bruce .iunction. mileptisl 21.0 and Bruce, milepost 0 0 all m Yalobusha .md 
Calhoun Counties. MS lihe "I ine"i. 

Vlt.iched is a Combined linvironmenlal and Flisiork Rcpoi; dcscrib.ng ihe 
pri^poscd aclioii and any expected, environmenlal elleeis. as v^ell as ,1 nun ol the af'eeied 
.irea V\ e aie providing this reporl so thai you may revievs 'he mfoimaiion thai will loiin 
ihe li.isis [Ol ilic S'l TVs independenl envnoiimenlal analysis of ihis pi'iicecdinu 11 .uiy ot 
the mfoimaiion is misleading or mcorreci. if \ou believe lh.iL peninciil iniorm.ilion is 
missing. 01 if you have any quesiions about the S FLVs enviii-iiimenial leview pioees-;. 
please contact ihe ()fllce of Environmental .'Vnalysis (OE.Ai, Surface I lansponatior 
FUiard. 305 I Sireet. SW. Washington. Di ' 20423. telephone 202-245-02^)-^ and refei to 
iheaboveDocKel No AB-I0S9X. 

Beeatise the applicable stalutes and regulations imp.ise sirmgciii deadbnes i.n 
l^nicessine ihis aciiiin. your \vrmeii commenls to OL.A ('»\it.i a cî pv 10 i)ii! represeniaiivc 1 
'>\ould be ajiprctiated wiihin > weeiss Your comn-ietlls wd be emis.dejed 1\\ ilie s I B m 
evalu.iliiig llie env n'.iiiiiienlal impacts ol ibe conlemplaled Mion 11 there are .i!r> 
quesiioiis eoiieeinmg ibis pioposal. ple.ise contacl our repKseni.itr.e vliiecily i )iii 
lepreseni.iiive in ibi.s m.illei is Melanie Y.isbin who may Ix imiiaLied in lelephone .i' 
I IO-2''o-225(l. emad .(i Melanie i/Igraill.iw ^om. oi mail a; I aw d i fueso l I ouis I 

(iii-.iiiiei 'I'.l'HVillimnie .Vvenue Suite "'Hi Fo\\soii. MD 11 204 

Sincerelv vours. 

Mel.iiiie Yasbin 
.Vllotnev for MississiiMii it "sKi.na R.ulrDau. 

Enelosuie 
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I ' D Bo-v ,>< 

P i l l s h o i o V i s i8<)-=il 

Rl Divkel No AB-i08')X. \l!^usMppu< .Skuna I a!lij\ Radmad I LC-
\hiindonment Lxcmpiion -in ) alohasha ami I alhount. I'luine^ l/.S 

I )eai .VkHlam.Sir 

On or about (Xlobei IS, 201 I we expect lo be llling wiih ihe Surl.ice 
I ranspor.alKin Bo.ird ("Si fV'i a petition foi exemption seei>i:ig aulhonly for the 
Mississippi it Skuna V.illey Railroad. I LC to abandon an a.)pi-oxiiiiaiel\ 21 nii'e rail line 
belween Biuce .lunclion. milepost 21 0 and Firuce milepost D 0. all m V alobusha and 
('idhoun (.•ouiUics. VIS (ihe "I ine""; 

.Vliaehed 1-. a I ombined I .nv iioiimeiral and I iistonc Repoit desei-''iing the 
pmposcd .iclion .ind any expecied cnvirvmmeiital efiects. as well as a map ofthe allecled 
aiea. We aie providing this repoit so that you may review t'le mform.ilioii lhai will lorm 
the basis lor the S I B's inde'pendeni environmental .inalysis .il tins procecdiiii; If any \A' 
the infviimaiion is misleading m mcvirrecl. if you believe ibdi penmen; mioimaiion is 
missing. 01 il yi>u have any questions about the S I B's envi:.innienl.il leview piocess. 
pleise coniacl liie i )fllce of Lnv ironmenlal .Vn.ilysis (l)|- \) Suri.iee I raii.spoi union 
Bo.iid. i9s I Sireet. SW . Washingion, DC 2042"*. lelephon.' 202-245-i>2''^ and refei M 
Ihe.ibove Docket No. AB-108')X 

Because llie applicj'nic stalutes and regulalions imp^•^e .stnngenl deadlines un 
piin.essing tins a>.lioi'.. ymii wiiiien v.oinmeiils lu 0 | ,V(wi(li i copy lo .mr represcni.ilivei 
would be .ippKM.iied vvilhiii 3 \^eeks. Your i,oi\imeiils \\ill-ie jon^nleievl In ihe SI B in 
evali.i.ilinu the eiivn.innienial impacls ot the conlemplaled .i-.iioii h"iheie .iie .my 
questions conceining this pniposal. please coiiMcl IHU repreviiMov^ di'edly (.nn 
lepivseir.alivc in this m.iller is Melanie Yasbin who m.iy becoiu.icied by le'epFoue ,r. 
4 |i')-2*-)(i-225i). email .il Melanie </Igraillaw com. o; mail ai 1 aw tuiicesoi I iiu's I 
irnoinei. 'lOO Baiiiiv.ore Vvenue Suite 301. lowsoii. iVID 212'.'4 

Sincerelv v>nns. 

Melanie Y.isbin 
.Attorney for Vlississipisi it Sk.jna Railiaad. Ll C 

I ni.losiii-e 
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Biuce 

P C> Box 007 

Br . i cc .Ms ',8^)15 

R! Docket No. AB-;08 ' )X. .Mi.ysiwippi ,<. Skiun. i aile\ R-.nirotid 1.11. -

\handonmeni l \ cmpt ion - - i n ) alohu.'^ha iina < alhoiin ('ounih ^ l/.x' 

Dear M.KI .U I I Sir 

On ,)i aboiii Octoner 18. 2011 we expect to be IllinL' .viih the .M.iface 

1 i.insporlaiion Board ("SFB") a petition foi exemption seekniL: .luthorily lor iF.e 

Mississippi i t Skuna V.illey Railroad. LLC lo abandon an .ippioxim.iiely 21 mile lail line 

belween Bruce .Uinclion. mileposl 21.0 and Bruce, milepost () fi. .ill in Vaiobusli j and 

C.ilhour Counties. .VIS (the ••Line'") 

Attached is a Combined Eiuiicinmcntal ar.d Fii>ton(. Repon deseiibiiig the 

proposed aciion .ind any expected enviionmeiital effects, as '.'.ell as .i map ol the j | lei. ;ed 

aiea We ire providing this repuri so ilial ymi may review I'le mfoimaiion ihai wi l l loi in 

llie basis for ihe SFB's independenl environmental analysis'U this pioceeding l i , i i i \ ol 

the inloi i iMtion is misleading or mcoirecl. i f you nelieve th.i. perlment infonii. i l i . ' i i is 

missing, or i f you h.ive any questions about ;he STB's enviinnivenial rjview pmces^. 

please conlacl the Ofl lce o f Fnviionmenlal 'Vnalysis ( ( )EA. Smtace I i-.iiisponalioii 

Boaid. ' ' '5 I Sireel. SW . Waslimgion. DC 20423. lelephoiu 20?-245-02')'^ and leler to 

the above Dockei No A B - I 0 8 9 \ 

Because the applicable si.iiiites and regulations inipn-e sir.ngeiii deidimcs loi 

piocesMng ! ! l l ^ .iciioii \i>ui wr.neii *.omiiieiiis lo n | V ('ivit i .i i.ipv to mir lepie v i i iau ' . ei 

would 've appiecialed wi l l i i i i • weeks Youi eoir.meiils wiF Fe -..oiisiiLied 'v. ibe S i B in 

ev.iliiaiiii '.: die eiu itonment.il ir.ipacis ot ihe conlemplaled ,\ i inii II liieie .lie an;, 

quesiioii-. concerning iliis piopos.il. please \.iintact our i-epuseii!.i:i\e dueeii-H ( iiii 

i--epie-^enMli\e in ihis in.iiiei is VIel une V ashin who may K vOiii.n.ied b\ te'eplione .r. 

4 l i l -2^" i - .'2-^1''. email .11 VIel.'.iiie ;i Igraill.u^ com. m m.iil .ii i aw i )|fices i-f I r.i;!> I 

I I l lume' WX! Ball imoie Vvenue. sime "?iil. I o'.v son VII)2I2'.)I 

Sincerelv vours. 

Melanie Yashin 

Vltoniey foi MlSsls^l^pl i t Skni-.i R.nlroad. I I ( 

iielov,'aie 
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